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Rapaport Conference at Baselworld

Friday, March 19, 2010 - Basel Congress Center, Montreal Hall

PRESS RELEASE, March 10, 2010 – Martin Rapaport will be presenting “The Diamond Decade: New Opportunities” at the upcoming Baselworld on Friday March 19th, 2010 from 9.30-11.00am
Basel Congress Center - Hall Montreal.
The Rapaport Fair Trade Conference will be held at the same venue from 1.30-4.00pm. This year’s conference will include two open panel sessions providing opportunity for increased debate and greater audience participation.

The first panel will discuss: Human Rights in the Diamond Industry - with a special focus on the situation in Zimbabwe. What can and should the jewelry industry do about ongoing human rights violations? How can blood diamonds be excluded from our distribution system? 
The second panel will discuss: Fair Trade Jewelry Initiatives – with discussion about how the jewelry industry can create, market and sell fair trade jewelry products as well as diamond, gem and metal components. Panelists and the audience will discuss how standards should be set, as well as definitions for the various levels of beneficiation.

Speakers at the Fair Trade Jewelry Conference will include:

· Dr. Gaetano Cavalieri - President of CIBJO, The World Jewelry Confederation 

· Michael Rae - CEO, Responsible Jewellery Council

· Dr. Elizabeth Umlas - Independent Consultant on Human Rights 
· Jean Claude Michelou – Vice President of the International Colored Stones Association and President, Imperial Colors Resources Corp. 

· Damien Cody -  Director, Cody Opal and member of the ICA Board

· Patrick Schein - Board Member, Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM)
· Dr. Assheton Stewart Carter's - Vice President Corporate Engagement, Pact Inc and co-founder of SMART

· Robin Smith- Founder, Host Universal

· Elisabetta Molina, Owner, Garavelli Aldo srl Jewelry
The venue and schedule for the Presentation and Conference are as follows:

Basel Congress Center – Hall Montreal, Friday, March 19, 2010

Martin Rapaport Presentation:  9.30-11.00

Fair Trade Jewelry Conference:  13:30-16:00

The presentations and conference are free and open to all. Reservations are not required but seats can be reserved by RSVP to basel@diamonds.net. Rapaport representatives will also be present at the Rapaport Booth Hall 3.1 – Booth F01 for the duration of the Show.
